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PRICE ONE PENNY. 





Let it be impreffed upon your minds, let it be inftilled into your children, that the 
Liberty of the Prefs is the Palladium of all the civil, political, and religious 
Rights of Freemen ! 

JUNIUS. 


ea 


‘Tur Liberty of the fubje¢t, and the liberty of the prefs, 

are fo intimately connected, and depend fo mutually on each 

other's fupport, that it is impoflible the one can furvive the 

deftruction of the other. One death-blow is fatal to them 
1 both, and overwhelms them in the fame grave. 

The hiftory of every age, and every country, bears witnefs to 
this obfervation; and itis for this caufe that every virtuous, 
and independent citizen has ever fo jealoufly defended the 
freedom of liberal enquiry, and the unreftri€ted communica- 
tion of opinion. A prince, whofe views are not confined folely 
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to his own interefts, and aggrandizement, will never attempt 
to deftroy this excellent prerogative of his fubjects. He will 
rather exert his influence to fofter it by his encouragement, 
and to invigorate it by his patronage. The difcovery of truth 
has ever been, and muft ever continue to be beneficial to the 
human race. Falfhood never can be fo. Ignorance and error 
are thofe fatal fources, from whence all the crimes, that ever 
ftained human nature have derived their birth. It is they 
that have polluted the current of private, and of public glory, 
and have converted human exiftence itfelf into a {tate the moft 
abje&t, degraded, and calamitous. 

No Nation, that was not‘enlightened, has ever enjoyed the 
bleflings of liberty. It feems to have been the immutable de- 
cree of Providence, that a people, who afpire to be free, fhall 
fofter knowledge, and diffufe the light of feience. In truth 
it is hardly poffible to conceive that a people can be in pof- 
feffion of their rights, who are illiterate, and uninftructed : 
for liberty, if the could be obtained, unreftrained by the mo- 
deration of wifdom, would naturally degenerate into licenti- 
oufnefs, and introduce a train of horrors, and enormities as 
dreadful, and as deftructive in their operations, as thofe, 
which are introduced by the moft oppreffive, and wanton 
defpotifm. Let no opportunities then be loft of advancing the 
progrefs of human improvement! Let the rays of knowledge 
be diffufed over every part of the kingdom! Let them fhine 
upon the valley, as well as upon the proud hill, and let them 
irradiate the cottage of the poor man! Let the humbleft Pea- 
fant, who follows the plough, be inftructed in his rights, and 
let him be taught the duties of a citizen, and of aman! 
Above all, let us reverence the Liberty of the Prefs, as the 
guardian itfelf of literature ; and confequently, let us regard 
the protection itholds out to us, as the great out-works, 
which defend us Poe the invafion of unconftitutional, and 
arbitrary oppreffion ! 


England has been for many years a free country, becaufe 
fhe 
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fhe has not fuffered fetters to be impofed upon the human 
mind, or her exertions in the inveftigation of truth to be re- 
prefied, and coerced. As long as fhe cherifhes this liberal, 

and rational fpririt, fhe never can be enflaved. She may 
labour for a while under the afflictions into which, fhe has 
been plunged by a corrupt, and moft profligate adminiftration 
—her revenues may be lavifhed away, and her beft treafures 
exhaufted for the moft execrable purpofes—She may feel, and 
fhe may lament, all the calamities, and all the horrid effects 
of an unjuft, and unneceflary, crufade; but until every fpark 
of knowledge is ftifled within her bofom—till thofe vile mea- 
fures be purfued, that fhall banifh from her view fcience, 
knowledge, and literature, and turn loofe upon fociety all the 
fiends of ignorance, “ ne guid ufqguam honefium occurrereft,” 
that there may not remain one veftige of what is virtuous, 
lovely, and honourable—till that unhappy period {hall arrive, 
the flame of unfubdued patriotifm fhall blaze with an unex- 
tinguifhed radiance, and fhall keep alive within us the fpirit 
of an exalted freedom.—But that day of calamity, and dif- 
after, it is to be hoped, fhall never vifit us.’ England has be- 


fore her eyes 'the choice of liberty, or of flavery; and while 


her children are mindful of the high duties they owe them- 
felves, as well as to their country, their efforts, ‘at leaft the 
efforts of every good man, will be directed to the laudable tafk 
of animating the human faculties to thofe purfuits, for which 
they were defigned, of teaching their fellow-fubjects to afpire 
at the attainments of knowledge, and to refift with all their 
ability‘every encroachment on the freedom of the prefs, that 
facred palladium of all our civil rights! as the only means, 
which can render them worthy of enjoying, and can fe- 
cure to them, the continuance of thofe bleffings, which our 
anceftors entailed upon usj' and which it is our bounden 
duty to entail upon our ‘pofterity, inviolate, and undimi- 

nifhed. 
Animated with thefe refleGtions, what Englifhman is there, 
who 





ay 


(ay 


who can think of, without emotions of the moft painful, «and 
afflicting nature, the late defpotic attempts, which have been 


omade to wreft from us this peculiar privilege of his country, 


and this the only proteétion of his life, his property, and every 
thing dear, and facred to him! Who, but: muft-feel humilia- 
tion, and remorfe, that in a nation, which calls: itfelf: freé, 
there fhould be .at this moment lying in the:;dungeons of 
Newgate many of his countrymen, expiating the’ foul offenee 
of having publifhed to the world an infignificant:: pamphlet— 


or for haying printed thofe very refolutions,. which his ma- 


jefty’s minifter was once’ proud, of avowing, and to the ob- 
fervance of: which he pledged his honour, and_hisypiety to. the 
dying injunctions of his illuftrious father? When fuch an:ar- 
bitrary fyftem, better calculated for the inquifitions of Spain, 
than.the mild and merciful temper, of Englifh, laws--when 


“fuch an arbitrary fyftem is introduced among us, it. becomes 


every good citizen to ;f{tand forward, and to oppofe:the dan- 
gerous innovation. Free communication of opinions: is the 
birth-right of Englifhmen,, Inveftigation of truth, however 
obnoxious ‘that truth may be, the geitius of the eonftitution 
under which, he was born, gavé him as a’ faored ibleffing ; 
and no power fhould conftrain him to furrender the éxercife 
of a right, on the exiftence of which depends ‘his perfonal fe- 
curity, as a fubject, and his indepeacence, asa man. 

Every human jnftitution has its,alloys, ahd its abufes... That 
the prefs has been frequently the engine, from’ which danger- 
{ous and feditious publications haye:\proceeded,-no man will, 
‘or can deny ; but it was affuredly becoming the wifdem of Go- 
vernment to confi der, whether or, not thefe publications did not 
carry with them.an antidote. to their, own-:banes rFalfhiood:is 
quickly, and eafily everthrown..,.J¢, may dazale withithe fplen- 
dour of cloquence; or it may perplex fora while withthe inge- 
-nuity, of fophiftry , but it foon dies away, andi iteuth triumphs 
over her. Befides, punifhment in thefe cafes is attenddd tvith 
a very, pernicious effect; for, she moftconterhptibke: perform. 
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ance, by being midde anvobject importantenough for the ven- 
geance ‘of .Govetnihent;) may’ be; land las /been often times, 


perfecuted into: popularity ; and bycthis unwife, and imprudent 


meafure; introduce fromithat oblivion, to which itwould:have 
otherwife been:configned by..its. own’ abfurdity, or'infignificance, 
to univerfal: patronage, and adiniration.. Let it:be remem- 
bered, that this vindictive behaviour of Adminiftration on thefe 
occafions mutt enaturally-infpire’ ‘the people: with fufpicions 
highly unfavdurable tothofe meaflires whith itlispreténded are 
entered. into'for the prefervation Of “their libbrties,' and the in- 
ternal peace and harmony of the kingdom.” °’Phe innocentaan 
hears the .accafation ‘alledged again{t him/<witH) complacency, 
and ferenity) cit is*by mild and gentle allegatibhy that hevre- 
‘futes. the wickédloabumny ‘levelléd ‘againft his character sand re- 
putation; ‘or,bifsthofe' fail im: fabfantiating) hisinnocence, ‘he 
>leaves to thé progréfe of time to! dett& and expofe:the:malevo- 
olence, ‘and injufticés of his accufersbhet it is! the naturecofhe 
guilty ever to-blufter when they ftand sarraigned)! aad ’to ‘ilentce 
‘and drown the 'véice of truthy! whigh 4s raifed adalat them, by 
clamour, violence, or 'téferitinerity) Wavat, when yapplicd’ to 
cawindividual; tis fourrded on’ prifciplesiof truth and ‘juftice, 
ywhen appliedoto -a:fation, mufteftand .4lfo on'the fame firm, 
‘and yunfliaken bias? ‘Any ° princeyowhoy conWigntioufly: dif- 
charged-his dutys»as the fervantiofi the public (fox)ialoprinee tis 
no more! thanafervant of the public), who never attdtked the 
liberties of lis fubje@s, torceherdafe “his! ‘own prerogatives, ‘or 
plundered their property toventiqhthimfelfi—thav prince; if fuch 
a prince! can ‘befound; has no | caufetondread libel, vilumny, or 
abufe—she has!no‘canfe to fear that therepeated volvo of com_ 
 plaint willever induce his people/to- believe that they are ag- 
grieved, or that they are not happy'phe has no.caufe:totremble, 
left his fubje&ts thould convert their allegiance; into confpirady, 
and their duty:intorebellion. The . prince: that cany lay his 
hand upon hi8 ‘heart, and lifting his' eyes’td ‘heaven, fay, 
\\ Hieimurus aheneus efto 
Nil confeire mihi, nulla pallefcere culpa, 
* will 
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will be revered, beloved,; and adored: »iNo -appdritions, ior 


_ghofts of infurreétion’ will hauht his: troubled imagination; any 


more than'con{cience has powér of ; eonjuring; up in’ the bofom 
of innocence her horrid and agonizing ‘images. But when a 


_king has ruled his people with artod of irons: when he has 


treated them, not as human. beings,: but :as vile reptiles, made 
to crawl upon the earth, to. be ¢rufhed and: trampled upon for 
his barbarous and wanton diverfion—-whem his hands have. beon 
polluted with. the blood of thoufands, whom he hastdrivdn-into 
the ficld of batele,’ where the unhappy andi difgraceful conteit 
was neither neceffary,,or jut, and fuccefseould not be obtained 


a king of this: black deferiptinn is naturally. induced) to take 


away the rightsrof his. fubjedts,: and to, weakén their ftrength, 
left in the. feelings ofinfultedy nature and! hamanity, they 


- fhould. rife: ‘again: .their: odiods .oppreffor, :arid sbring him to 
that punifhment, to;which his: crimes point, and inftigate the 


oppreffed.:: To fuch a:king no privilege of the; fubje@& can be 


~half fo dreadful,,or awaken in-his fufpicious heart greater jea- 
y Joufy andjalarm; than the! privilege. of eee opinion, 


and baring to the factvof day—raurH. | oly 

For every attack then onithis, invaluable aut, the, buardian 
of every other, liberty, let asiever be prepared toimiake a, ftrong 
and a\fuccefsful oppofition.. Let us neverzliften: td «the plea of 
the negeflity.of checking, the malignant increafe.df libel,» and of 


- fuppreffing fedition, but asa dangerous ftratagem, anda fhallow 
> artifices to delude jus; into.the-horrid fituation of becoming ac- 
, ceffaries to our flavery,, and|placing; a dagger at, the hofom’ of 


every right and blefling which have beem: tranimitted-to.us by 


_ our anceftors|—~I dread every encroachimenvef his-defcription 
_.on.a nation’s dappinefs,—W here acts\of thisi violent inature are 


had recourfe; to, alleannot: be well -everyywheres!; “There mutt 


ober ity, forme; quarter,.of public-adminiftration;femetning bad, 
profligate, and) cosnupt. > Kor, is the Conftitutiom of England, 


that beautiful and wife. fabrie, raifed and.contiucted vequally 
for the happinef¥ of ally ‘as its: epenngpsite tell us—and does it 
eQisa vosa\siin gy Si wos ke. anticipate 
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anticipate ‘its ruin, and overthrow, in the petty affaults of an 
infignificant libeller? Does it hold out to every individual of 
the community the means of comfort, and an equal protection 
of rights—does it fhelter them from oppreffion, and fhield them 
from arbitrary impofition—does it defend their lives, and all 
the fubje& values and reveres—and has fuch a frame of govern- 
ment, tempered with fo much juftice and benevolence (a frame 
of government of fuch merciful operations!) aught to dread 
from the ribaldry, or the licentious calumnies, of an obfcure, 
and an unknown, individual? No. No. A people, who are: 
fenfible that they are happy and free, will never thus madly be 
deluded into a belief that they are opprefied. They will never 
perfuade themfelves that their governors are tyrants. Such is 
not the depravity of the human intellect. A people are always 
grateful for the proteCtion they receive at the hands of their 
king. They love that king, and reverence him with an almoft 
degraded, and fervile loyalty. But the detection of falfhood 
has ever been with tyrants an offence of a very foul complexion: 
for it is their intereft to keep their fubjects in a ftate of mental 
darknefs. Ignorance is. the moft dreadful weapon that can be 
wielded againft the liberties of any country. It makes the 
people abject, cowardly, and patient of every injury and oppref- 
fion; and it infpires into their bofoms a propenfity of acquiefcing 

tamely and fubmiffively in every abufe of authority, and every 

violation of that high and facred truft, which they have repofed 

in their fovereign. It debilitates and corrupts the human facul- 

ties, and it invefts the moft tyrannical and bloody dominion 

with the majefty of the divine Being himfelf. It is the conta- 

gion of this calamitous diforder, which turns the milk of hu- 

man kindnefs into the bittereft gall, and it is this, which drives 

man to become the tool of ambition, and inftigates him to be- 
come the plunderer, and the murderer of his race. And I here 
call the attention of the reader to a contemplation of the hor- 
rors of war! And I direét his meditations to the wretched and 
degraded lif: of a foldier !—But the confideration of thefe me- 
lancholy 
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lancholy themes’ f fhall referve for another opportatiity; wher 
I fhall! be able to deliver my 'fentimentsion thém moretat large. 

We cannot conclude this fecond paper of the Philanthropift’ 
more happily, than. by offering to:the attention of the-Reader 
the following obfervations on the’ liberty of ‘the "prefs by the 
celebrated 1M. De Lorme, by which he» may: learn to ap- 
preciate its value, and’ how dearly interefted every individual 
is to protect’ it from arbitrary, and unconftitational encroach- 
ments. » ‘*t) Whoever,” fays that well: known :writer on: the 
conftitution of England, ‘*, whoever confiders:-what it: is that 
conftitutes the moving principle of what we call great affairs, 
and the invincible fenfibility-of man to the opinion of his 
fellow-creatures, ‘will not hefitate to affirm, that if it were’ 
poflible for the liberty of thesprefs to exift in a defpotic Gos: 
verniment, and, (what is not:lefs difficult) for it to exift with- 
out changing the conftitution, ‘this liberty of the prefs would 
alone form a counterpoife to the power of the prince. If, for, 
example, in an empire of the eaft, a fanctuary could be found,’ 
which, rendered refpeétable by the ancient religion of the peo- 
ple, might enfure fafety to thofe, who should bring thither their 
obfervations of any kind ; and that from thence, printed papers 
fhould iffue, which under a certain feal, might be equally re-: 
{pected ; and which, in their daily appearance, fhould examine» 
and freely difeufs the conduct.of the Cadis, the Bafhaws,' the 
Vizir, the Divan, and the, Sultan himfclf.—TrHaT wouLp 
INTRODUCE IMMEDIATELY SOME DEGREE.OF LIBERTY.” 











